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China as the new 'shaper' of global development
An ESRC funded network under the Rising Power programme
(ESRC Ref: RES-075-25-0019)

Network coordinators: 
Dr Frauke Urban (IDS, Sussex)
E: F.Urban@ids.ac.uk
T: 0044 (0)1273 915850
Dr Giles Mohan (DPP, Open University)
E: g.mohan@open.ac.uk
T: 0044 (0)1908 653654
Professor Xue Lan (School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University)

E: xuelan@tsinghua.edu.cn
T: 0086 (10) 62773828

Aims

China hosts one fourth of the global population. It has a rapidly growing economy and significant political power. China is the largest of the Rising Powers and its global impacts are hugely significant in terms of trade, investment, the environment and governance. As part of China's industrialisation process there has been a concerted move into low income countries (LICs) which are suppliers of strategic resources, markets for Chinese goods and services, and potential allies in institutions of global governance. Moreover we know that China ties all these together through a complex bundling of financing and technical support, which is a major challenge to established donors and multinationals.

With this in mind the network's core objectives are to:

· Explore how China's own development trajectory shapes its engagement with and impacts on different regions, 
· Deepen our understanding of how and why China acts as an agent of global development, 
· Assess the implications of China for low income countries and for the international development community more broadly.

The network is led by three institutions with strong and complementary track records in analysing China's role in development: The Institute of Development Studies (IDS), the Open University (OU) and Tsinghua University. The wider network is composed of leading academics, policy analysts and policy-makers from China, Europe and low income countries. 
Activities and impacts

Three two-day workshops will be organised in Beijing, London and Brighton in the summer, autumn and winter 2010. The first workshop will discuss the implications of a more nuanced and in-depth understanding of the domestic processes behind China's development activities for its external engagements. Research will be undertaken to analyse the debates that inform China's development policy thinking. It will examine the place of foreign aid and overseas development in Chinese political discourse. It will identify the range and nature of actors and their incentives, and current forms of regulation and institutions of development management, all of which shape China's development engagements and impacts. The second workshop will analyse the actors, institutions and modes of interaction through which China and LICs engage. Research will be carried out to review existing literature from different countries and regions, and identify knowledge gaps particularly around the non-economic modes of interaction between China and LICs. The third workshop will apply the analytical framework developed throughout the network activities to particular areas of on-going research on energy and the environment. This serves the goals of testing the analytical framework, refining the framework and methodology and synthesizing the lessons from the three workshops. Research will be undertaken on China's rise as a development actor in the Mekong Region and Africa in relation to energy developments, where energy is a cross-cutting theme involving environmental, economic, social and political issues.

The impacts of the network will be an analytical framework and research agenda to inform future engagements between UK, LICs and Chinese policy- makers. It will do so through close collaboration between academic scholars and policymakers, currently working in a fragmented way across regions and disciplines, and thereby put in place an enduring expert network for future policy-oriented research.

Network members
These include the following institutions: Addis Ababa University (Alemayehu Geda), DFID Bangladesh (Catherine Martin), DFID China (Mark George), Durham University (Marcus Power), European Commission (Uwe Wissenbach), Free University Amsterdam (Pal Nyiri), Institute of Development Studies IDS (Jing Gu, Sarah Cook, Frauke Urban), International Institute of Environment and Development (James Keeley), Institute of Social Sciences,  (Arjan de Haan), Nottingham University Ningbo (May Tan-Mullins), Open University (Giles Mohan, Raphie Kaplinsky), School of Oriental and African Studies (Dan Large), Tsinghua University (Xue Lan, Yanbing Zhang, Wang Yu), University of Bristol (Jeff Henderson), University of East Anglia (Rhys Jenkins), University of Manchester (Elena Barabantseva), Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences (Dang Nguyen Anh), White Rose East Asia Centre (Flemming Christiansen).
The network website will be located at:

http://risingpowers.open.ac.uk



